
Having your Child Baptized at
St. Mary of the Assumption

1021 St. Mary’s Road, Pylesville, MD 21132
Phone: 410-879-4015 or 410-838-7471

www.st.maryspylesville.org

Welcome to St. Mary’s and thank you for choosing to share
Baptism with your child!

About The Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated in one of two ways: 2nd Saturday at 12:30 PM or 4th Sunday after
the 10:00 AM Mass on Sunday @ 11:15 AM. Each family is welcome to make a decision as
to how you wish to celebrate this initial Sacrament with your family. Whether celebrated
during Mass or after a Mass, your child’s Baptism will nurture the community aspect of the
Baptism rite.

Baptism Preparation Class
Parents are required to participate in a Baptism Preparation Class. Godparents are invited
and encouraged to also participate in this seminar. The Seminar is offered twice a month,
1st Sunday at 11:15 AM or on the 3rd Monday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Center. The seminar
will last approximately 1.5 hours.

Choosing Godparents
Your child’s Baptism is a big day for your family and you want to do the right thing.
Choosing godparents is a decision not to be taken lightly. Please consider the following:

● Only one Godparent is required, and must be at least 16 years old. This godparent
must be a practicing Catholic, fully initiated in the Catholic church (having received
Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation). A second godparent may be chosen, and
may be of a Christian denomination. Typically, families choose two godparents; one
male and one female. Godparents may not be of the same sex.

Godparent Requirements
Catholic godparents are asked to complete a Godparent Eligibility Statement and submit
it to us with their parish information. This form must be certified by their parish/church.
This will require them to complete the form, sign the form, and submit it to their parish for
an official signature from the pastor or his representative and the parish seal will be affixed
to this form. This original must be returned to St. Mary of the Assumption prior to the
scheduled Baptism.

A statement of eligibility is also required if someone will be serving as a Christian Witness.
The Christian Witness Eligibility Statement is to be completed by a person who would
be standing with the Catholic godparent at the time of your child’s Baptism. This form
needs to be completed and signed by the Christian Witness and submitted back to St.
Mary’s prior to the scheduled Baptism. This form does not require certification for the
Christian Witness’ church, but it does require them to give the name and location of their
place of worship.

Information for Parents
Please contact Janice Bowman, Baptism Coordinator, at 410-937-8687 or by email at
jmbowman419@gmail.com to register your child for Baptism.

Preliminary information will be gathered in the initial contact. Parents will need to complete
a Baptism Registration Form. This form is important and will provide St. Mary’s with the
information needed to complete the Baptismal Certificate and your child’s official record of
baptism. Janice will also work with you to schedule the Baptism Preparation Class, as well
as the Baptism ceremony.
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